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Marihuana, Marijuana or Cannabis?

• Communities are moving away from the term “marihuana” 
(which reflects the terminology in the state law, including the 
unorthodox spelling) to the term “cannabis.” 

• This shift reflects the emerging industry’s preferred terminology 
and the history of the term “marijuana.” While the word itself is 
not offensive, its adoption by politicians and law enforcement 
agencies reflects a history of using non-English words to build 
associations with foreign-ness and minorities that were the 
target of disproportionate enforcement efforts over the past 
century. 

• “Cannabis” has no such associations, as it is the genus name 
of the plant. The genus includes three species: cannabis 
sativa, cannabis indica, and cannabis ruderalis. 
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State Laws

Laws and regulations are being updated frequently.

Marihuana laws in Michigan

• Michigan Medical Marihuana Act (MMMA) – 2008

• Initiated Act 1 of 2008 (ballot measure approved by Michigan voters)

• Medical Marihuana Facility Licensing Act (MMFLA) – 2016

• Public Acts 281, 282, and 283 of 2016

• Michigan Regulation & Taxation of Marihuana Act (MRTMA) – 2018

• Initiated Law 1 of 2018
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Medical Cannabis

Michigan Medical Marihuana Act (MMMA)

- 2008
• Physicians may prescribe cannabis to registered patients upon

diagnosis of certain medical conditions.

• The cannabis is provided to qualifying patients by registered
primary caregivers.

• Each qualifying patient shall have only one caregiver

• Each registered caregiver shall have up to five (5) qualifying
patients.
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Medical Cannabis

Michigan Medical Marihuana Act (MMMA) - 2008
• Michigan’s Marijuana Regulatory Agency (MRA) maintains an

identification card system for qualified patients and caregivers (small-
scale growers).

• Allows qualifying patients to grow up to 12 plants for their personal
use.

• Allows registered caregivers to grow and sell limited amounts of
cannabis for qualifying patients following specific regulations (up to
12 plants per patient, serving up to 5 patients for a maximum of 72
plants).

• This state law establishes caregiver grow operations like other
permitted uses—zoning may not entirely exclude them.
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Municipal Considerations
• The City of Lathrup Village may adopt 

ordinances that comply with the MMMA, 
MMFLA and MRTMA that address:

• What is permitted: 

• Primary caregivers shall be permitted (MMMA)

• However, the city may choose whether to permit 
other types of marihuana facilities associated with 
medical and recreational cannabis laws –
growers, microbusinesses, processors, secure 
transporters, safety compliance facilities, 
provisioning centers/dispensaries, retailers, and 
designated consumption clubs.
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Municipal Considerations
• The City of Lathrup Village may adopt 

ordinances that comply with the MMMA, 
MMFLA and MRTMA that address:

• How many are permitted: 

• Primary Caregiver: The City shall not regulate how 
many registered caregivers are permitted. 

• The City may regulate the maximum number, if 
applicable, of each type of marihuana facility 
permitted by the MMFLA and MRA.
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Municipal Considerations
• The City of Lathrup Village may adopt 

ordinances that comply with the MMMA, 
MMFLA and MRTMA that address:

• How and where are they permitted:  The City 
may establish reasonable local zoning 
regulations that apply to registered caregivers 
and other cannabis facilities.
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Municipal Considerations
• State requirements for location of cannabis uses (MMMA and 

the Michigan Supreme Court in DeRuiter v Byron Township
(2020)):

• Primary caregivers: A community may adopt zoning standards, 
provided that:

• The municipality does not prohibit or penalize the cultivation of 
medical marijuana; and 

• The municipality does not impose regulations that are 
unreasonable and inconsistent with regulations established by 
state law.
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Municipal Considerations
• Some of the issues that may be addressed through zoning 

standards include:

• Parking/Curbside pickup

• Exterior and interior improvements

• Visibility/safety

• Utility concerns

• Waste management

• Community benefits
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Proposed Zoning Amendment
• Why regulate primary caregivers?

• Primary caregivers may serve up to six patients (five other registered 
patients and themselves), growing up to 12 plants per patient. 

• Growing operations involve the cultivation of up to 72 plants. 

• Indoor cultivation of cannabis plants requires large quantities of water 
and electricity. 

• Growers frequently upgrade electrical service at the location of their 
operations, and demand on the grid can be significant, as grow lights 
run 24 hours a day. 

• Because the current Zoning Ordinance is silent on the regulation of 
primary caregivers, they may be located anywhere in the city, 
including residential neighborhoods.
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Proposed Zoning Amendment
• How to regulate primary caregivers?

• Cannabis growing operations, beyond the plants qualifying patients 
may grow for themselves, are neither consistent nor compatible with 
residential uses in residential districts.

• Despite their commercial use of electricity, water and other utilities, 
primary caregivers are a low-intensity use in terms of parking and 
traffic.

• This low-intensity nature is more similar to office uses in the City’s 
office district, primarily located on 12 Mile Road.

• 12 Mile Road is a major thoroughfare with limited cut-through access 
into the city’s residential neighborhoods.
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Proposed Zoning Amendment
• What standards will apply to primary caregivers?

• Primary caregiver facilities will require a minimum of 750 square feet 
of floor area per caregiver operation.

• A maximum of three caregiver operations may occupy one single 
building.

• Each caregiver operation shall be enclosed and secured – no outdoor 
growing is permitted

• Facilities shall be designed and maintained similar to other buildings 
in the district.

• Grow lights, growing and processing areas shall not be visible from 
any property line.
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Proposed Zoning Amendment
• What standards will apply to primary caregivers? (cont.)

• Outdoor storage is prohibited.

• Odor from the operation shall not be discernable outside of the 
caregiver facility.

• Distribution on site is prohibited.

• Consumption on site is prohibited.

• Alcohol on site is prohibited.

• Signs that indicate the cultivation of cannabis is taking place on site 
are prohibited.

• Permits and inspections are required.
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Proposed Zoning Amendment
• What standards will apply to primary caregivers? (cont.)

• Caregiver facilities shall not create noise, dust, vibration, glare, fumes, 
pests, mold, mildew or odors detectable to normal senses beyond 
the boundaries of the property.

• Interior construction, design and use of a caregiver facility shall not 
impede the current and future use of a building for other uses as 
permitted in the assigned zone district.

• Site plan review will be required for all caregiver facilities.
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Questions/Discussion

Next Steps:
• A public hearing will take place on Monday February 8.
• Action to approve, deny or postpone may occur following 

the public hearing.

Additional Reference from the State of Michigan: 
• https://www.michigan.gov/mra
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